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Kitchener's Army went into camps at a distance from the place where they had once lived. Many of these women, \vlio had had their lives built up on the homo-coming each evening of their man and the pleasant gossip of the day when his day's work was over, were now facod with a loneliness to which they were unaccustomed.
There was obviously a need of some kindly, -welcoming place for many of these women, some place where they might meet and talk of their men, where they might be able to have simple food with friendly people around them, and feel no temptation to go to the public-houses in search of that companionship which is necessary to a sane outlook in a time of great stress. The idea occurred to a woman working amongst the soldiers and sailors to start war-clubs for the wives and female relatives of men in both services. Hardly was it mooted in the Press when hundreds of women offered their services as voluntary workers and war-clubs sprang up everywhere. The originator of the idea was Mrs. Juson-Kerr, and she called her clubs the Tipperarys, and linked them up in the Tipperary League. Then Lord Kitchener's
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sister, Mrs. Parker, started clubs called the White EOHO League, and 80 did many others. Some were called "Women'** War-Clubs," or " Women1** Patriotic (JlubH,11 one of the most interesting of them all being the Battersoa War-Club, a pleasant, homely place started by a professional woman who gave her spare time and her own and her friends' money to making it a strong rival to tho local public-houses. In this, as in other clubs, the wives of service men met, exhibited their babies, showed each other "hLs" lottery, and were encouraged by tho starting of a little bank to put by for the day of " his *J home-coming, when, wounded perhaps, ho would be glad of the comforts savings would procure.
It was thought wise in view of tho many clubs that were springing up to form a League which would unite those which cared-to join, and which would give advice, if needed, to those who might anticipate forming a club in their district. This was called " The Women's United Services League " ; it had tho sanction of tho Admiralty and the War Office. Tho joint presidents were Lady Jellicoe and Lady Prench, and about fifty clubs united together under its aogis, securing thereby a certain conformity in outlook.